
	
  
Study	
  Guide	
  for	
  Punschi	
  

Kasper	
  and	
  the	
  Cow	
  and	
  Fritzi’s	
  Flea	
  Circus	
  
	
  

Punschi	
  is	
  a	
  great	
  show	
  for	
  children	
  in	
  preschool	
  to	
  3rd	
  grade.	
  This	
  study	
  guide	
  is	
  designed	
  
to	
  enhance	
  children’s	
  knowledge	
  of	
  storytelling	
  and	
  puppetry	
  and	
  assist	
  teachers,	
  parents	
  
and	
  mentors	
  in	
  understanding	
  the	
  show	
  in	
  an	
  educational	
  context.	
  This	
  guide	
  covers	
  
puppetry	
  topics,	
  audience	
  behavior	
  topics	
  and	
  discussion	
  ideas	
  for	
  how	
  to	
  evaluate	
  the	
  
performance	
  and	
  the	
  story	
  of	
  Punschi.	
  
	
  
Puppets	
  are	
  an	
  exciting	
  means	
  to	
  engage	
  children	
  with	
  their	
  imaginations,	
  encourage	
  
creative	
  play,	
  break	
  down	
  barriers	
  and	
  provide	
  an	
  effective	
  means	
  of	
  communication.	
  
Puppets	
  open	
  a	
  door	
  to	
  discovering	
  an	
  interactive	
  experience	
  of	
  narrative,	
  even	
  in	
  the	
  most	
  
reluctant	
  readers	
  and	
  shy	
  children.	
  The	
  puppet	
  provides	
  a	
  helpful,	
  non-­‐threatening	
  and	
  
neutral	
  medium	
  with	
  which	
  children	
  can	
  interact,	
  and	
  explore	
  a	
  range	
  of	
  emotions,	
  
personalities	
  and	
  cultural	
  traditions.	
  	
  
	
  
Puppets	
  provide	
  an	
  essential	
  link	
  between	
  learning	
  and	
  play,	
  which	
  makes	
  them	
  wonderful	
  
teaching	
  tools	
  for	
  at	
  home,	
  the	
  classroom	
  and	
  in	
  the	
  wider	
  community.	
  

	
  
	
  
Comprehension	
  and	
  Collaboration:	
  
CCSS.ELA-­‐LITERACY.SL.K.2	
  
Confirm	
  understanding	
  of	
  a	
  text	
  read	
  aloud	
  or	
  information	
  presented	
  orally	
  or	
  through	
  
other	
  media	
  by	
  asking	
  and	
  answering	
  questions	
  about	
  key	
  details	
  and	
  requesting	
  
clarification	
  if	
  something	
  is	
  not	
  understood.	
  (Discussion	
  Topics	
  for	
  after	
  the	
  show)	
  
CCSS.ELA-­‐LITERACY.SL.1.2	
  
Ask	
  and	
  answer	
  questions	
  about	
  key	
  details	
  in	
  a	
  text	
  read	
  aloud	
  or	
  information	
  presented	
  
orally	
  or	
  through	
  other	
  media.	
  (Discussion	
  Topics	
  for	
  after	
  the	
  show)	
  
Presentation	
  of	
  Knowledge	
  and	
  Ideas:	
  
CCSS.ELA-­‐LITERACY.SL.K.4	
  
Describe	
  familiar	
  people,	
  places,	
  things,	
  and	
  events	
  and,	
  with	
  prompting	
  and	
  support,	
  
provide	
  additional	
  detail.	
  (Discussion	
  Topics	
  for	
  before	
  and	
  after	
  the	
  show)	
  
CCSS.ELA-­‐LITERACY.SL.1.4	
  
Describe	
  people,	
  places,	
  things,	
  and	
  events	
  with	
  relevant	
  details,	
  expressing	
  ideas	
  and	
  
feelings	
  clearly.	
  (Discussion	
  Topics	
  for	
  before	
  and	
  after	
  the	
  show)	
  
	
  



Art	
  Standards	
  for	
  Kindergarten	
  through	
  Grade	
  2:	
  
	
  1.1.PO	
  101.	
  Demonstrate	
  respect	
  for	
  others'	
  opinions	
  by	
  respectfully	
  listening	
  while	
  ideas	
  
are	
  articulated.	
  (Activities	
  for	
  before	
  and	
  after	
  the	
  show)	
  
	
  1.1.PO	
  102.	
  Cooperate	
  in	
  the	
  dramatic	
  process.	
  (Building	
  a	
  puppet	
  and	
  acting	
  out	
  a	
  puppet	
  
show)	
  
	
  3.2..PO	
  101.	
  Demonstrate	
  respectful	
  audience	
  behavior.	
  (Attending	
  the	
  puppet	
  show)	
  
	
  3.2.PO	
  104.	
  Justify	
  the	
  perception	
  of	
  a	
  performance	
  and	
  critique	
  its	
  production	
  elements.	
  
(Activities	
  for	
  after	
  the	
  show)	
  
	
  3.5.PO	
  102.	
  Explain	
  and	
  justify	
  personal	
  preferences	
  for	
  specific	
  elements	
  and/or	
  moments	
  
in	
  dramatizations	
  (Activities	
  for	
  after	
  the	
  show)	
  
	
  
The	
  story	
  of	
  Punschi	
  comes	
  out	
  of	
  the	
  old	
  European	
  tradition	
  of	
  puppetry	
  entertainment.	
  
Historically	
  the	
  context	
  of	
  these	
  shows	
  would	
  be	
  in	
  a	
  public	
  market	
  or	
  street	
  fair.	
  This	
  show	
  
includes	
  some	
  German	
  language	
  which	
  is	
  always	
  translated	
  into	
  English.	
  	
  
	
  
Kasper	
  is	
  a	
  traditional	
  hand	
  puppet	
  particularly	
  representative	
  of	
  German	
  culture.	
  As	
  Punch	
  
and	
  Judy	
  is	
  to	
  the	
  UK,	
  Kasper	
  is	
  to	
  Germany.	
  	
  *See	
  Appendix	
  A	
  
	
  
The	
  Flea	
  Circus	
  follows	
  another	
  one	
  of	
  Europe’s	
  oldest	
  traditions.	
  	
  *See	
  Appendix	
  B	
  	
  
	
  
Sometimes,	
  it’s	
  fun	
  to	
  review	
  this	
  story	
  with	
  your	
  student	
  or	
  child	
  before	
  seeing	
  the	
  puppet	
  
show.	
  Here’s	
  a	
  brief	
  outline	
  of	
  our	
  version	
  of	
  the	
  story:	
  
	
  
The	
  show	
  is	
  performed	
  in	
  two	
  acts	
  with	
  interludes	
  of	
  song	
  and	
  silly	
  banter	
  between	
  
two	
  sisters.	
  The	
  first	
  story,	
  Kasper	
  and	
  the	
  Cow	
  is	
  a	
  story	
  of	
  iconic	
  German	
  children’s	
  
hero,	
  Kasper,	
  and	
  his	
  best	
  friend,	
  the	
  endearing	
  giant	
  Augustin,	
  who	
  go	
  on	
  a	
  
rollicking	
  chase	
  to	
  reclaim	
  Kasper’s	
  suitcase...Stolen	
  by	
  the	
  cow!	
  
Then	
  join	
  the	
  mighty	
  Fritzi,	
  a	
  tiny	
  flea	
  with	
  a	
  big	
  personality,	
  as	
  he	
  dazzles	
  audiences	
  
with	
  his	
  talents	
  as	
  strongman,	
  tightrope	
  walker,	
  and	
  even	
  get’s	
  fired	
  out	
  of	
  a	
  cannon.	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  puppets	
  used	
  in	
  Kasper	
  and	
  the	
  Cow	
  are	
  referred	
  to	
  as	
  Hand	
  Puppets.	
  They	
  are	
  made	
  
from	
  fabric,	
  foam	
  and	
  stuffing.	
  The	
  faces	
  are	
  painted	
  on.	
  Their	
  clothes	
  are	
  custom	
  made	
  for	
  
their	
  bodies	
  and	
  are	
  similar	
  in	
  construction	
  to	
  doll	
  clothes.	
  	
  
	
  
Fritzi’s	
  Flea	
  Circus	
  is	
  a	
  puppet	
  set	
  built	
  with	
  mechanical	
  gimmicks	
  and	
  the	
  flea	
  is	
  powered	
  
by	
  the	
  force	
  of	
  the	
  audience’s	
  imagination.	
  
	
  
Discussion	
  Topics	
  for	
  Before	
  the	
  Show	
  
Objectives:	
  Take	
  some	
  time	
  to	
  discuss	
  with	
  your	
  students	
  how	
  to	
  behave	
  while	
  seeing	
  a	
  live	
  
show.	
  By	
  starting	
  this	
  discussion	
  before	
  coming	
  to	
  see	
  the	
  show,	
  students	
  will	
  be	
  better	
  
prepared	
  to	
  watch	
  the	
  story.	
  Also	
  by	
  talking	
  to	
  your	
  students	
  about	
  the	
  background	
  of	
  
Punschi	
  and	
  traditional	
  European	
  puppet	
  entertainment	
  they	
  will	
  gain	
  more	
  from	
  seeing	
  



puppet	
  show	
  and	
  be	
  able	
  to	
  better	
  discuss	
  the	
  story	
  afterwards.	
  
•	
  Ask	
  students	
  to	
  talk	
  about	
  theater	
  audience	
  behavior.	
  Discuss	
  the	
  difference	
  between	
  
behavior	
  in	
  a	
  live	
  theater	
  vs.	
  behavior	
  at	
  home	
  watching	
  television	
  or	
  out	
  at	
  a	
  movie	
  
theater.	
  Why	
  must	
  our	
  behavior	
  be	
  different	
  when	
  the	
  show	
  is	
  "live"?	
  
•	
  Do	
  you	
  think	
  it's	
  ok	
  to	
  yell	
  out	
  or	
  talk	
  to	
  your	
  neighbor	
  during	
  the	
  show?	
  What	
  about	
  
laughing	
  or	
  answering	
  the	
  puppets	
  when	
  they	
  talk	
  to	
  you?	
  
•	
  Have	
  students	
  discuss	
  other	
  puppet	
  shows	
  they	
  have	
  gone	
  to	
  or	
  seen	
  on	
  television	
  and	
  in	
  
the	
  movies.	
  What	
  did	
  the	
  puppets	
  look	
  like?	
  How	
  did	
  they	
  move?	
  
•	
  Review	
  the	
  history	
  of	
  Punschi	
  and	
  the	
  flea	
  circus.	
  Are	
  there	
  other	
  puppet	
  styles	
  that	
  they	
  
are	
  familiar	
  with?	
  
	
  
Discussion	
  Topics	
  and	
  Activities	
  for	
  After	
  the	
  Show	
  
Objectives:	
  After	
  seeing	
  the	
  puppet	
  show,	
  discuss	
  with	
  your	
  students	
  what	
  they	
  learned	
  
from	
  the	
  puppet	
  show.	
  By	
  doing	
  so,	
  students	
  will	
  gain	
  more	
  from	
  the	
  experience.	
  These	
  
discussion	
  questions	
  will	
  encourage	
  students	
  to	
  talk	
  and	
  dialogue	
  about	
  their	
  thoughts	
  on	
  
the	
  show.	
  Also,	
  students	
  will	
  think	
  more	
  about	
  the	
  production	
  and	
  will	
  be	
  able	
  to	
  articulate	
  
what	
  they	
  thought	
  about	
  the	
  story	
  and	
  the	
  experience	
  of	
  watching	
  the	
  puppet	
  show.	
  
•	
  Have	
  students	
  draw	
  pictures	
  of	
  the	
  puppet	
  show.	
  Have	
  them	
  share	
  their	
  pictures	
  with	
  the	
  
class,	
  describing	
  the	
  scene	
  they	
  have	
  drawn	
  and	
  the	
  characters	
  in	
  it.	
  
•	
  Students	
  can	
  discuss	
  what	
  they	
  thought	
  about	
  the	
  performance.	
  Encourage	
  students	
  to	
  be	
  
specific	
  and	
  think	
  about	
  different	
  aspects	
  of	
  the	
  production	
  such	
  as	
  lighting,	
  sound,	
  the	
  
voices	
  and	
  look	
  of	
  the	
  puppets,	
  etc.	
  Make	
  sure	
  students	
  justify	
  their	
  views	
  on	
  the	
  puppet	
  
show	
  and	
  performances.	
  
•	
  Students	
  can	
  discuss	
  what	
  they	
  think	
  it	
  would	
  be	
  like	
  to	
  be	
  a	
  puppeteer.	
  Is	
  this	
  a	
  job	
  they	
  
would	
  enjoy?	
  What	
  do	
  they	
  think	
  are	
  important	
  things	
  that	
  a	
  puppeteer	
  can	
  do?	
  
•	
  Color	
  in	
  a	
  Punschi	
  poster	
  of	
  Kasper	
  and	
  his	
  friends.	
  *See	
  Appendix	
  C	
  
•	
  Encourage	
  students	
  to	
  recreate	
  the	
  story;	
  engage	
  the	
  children	
  further	
  with	
  a	
  project	
  to	
  
make	
  your	
  own	
  Flea	
  Circus	
  from	
  a	
  shoe	
  box.	
  	
  
	
  
Resources	
  
Common	
  Core	
  State	
  Standards	
  Initiative:	
  	
  http://www.corestandards.org/	
  
Sandglass	
  Theater:	
  www.	
  sandglasstheater.org	
  
http://www.punchandjudy.com/Kasper.html	
  
Appendix	
  A	
  from	
  Punch	
  and	
  Judy,	
  A	
  History	
  by	
  George	
  Speaight.	
  Revised	
  edition	
  1970.	
  
Published	
  by	
  Studio	
  Vista	
  Ltd.	
  
	
  
Please	
  send	
  any	
  thoughts	
  or	
  appreciation	
  letters	
  to:	
  
Sandglass	
  Theater	
  
PO	
  Box	
  970	
  	
  
Putney,	
  VT	
  05346	
  
info@sandglasstheater.org	
  
	
  



We	
  Love	
  Hearing	
  from	
  You	
  and	
  Your	
  Students!	
  
	
  













Hier ist die Uebersetzung. Habe auch versucht, das Gedicht mit Reim zu fabrizieren: 
Did you know: 
…that Rolof was my predecessor who used to perform at the English royal palace. 
    I worked under his tutelage from 1946 to 1949. After his death I took over his flea circus. Until this day 
my family is still running it. 
…that there are over 3000 kinds of fleas. That has just been found by scientists. 
… that the female is 3 times the size of the male. 
… that only females suck blood whereas the male only lives off juice from plants. 
… that about 3 to 5 dead fleas weigh 1 milligram. 
The explanation inside was given by Rolof to his customers/ patrons in the thirties. 
 
Poem: 
Who ever thought, if he or she, 
Would ever laugh at just one flea, 
And here, you never thought it true, 
You watch a circus with its crew, 
Where every artist they could hire, 
Is tied to finest golden wire. 
Come, people, come and see, 
The great achievement of a tiny flea. 
 
 Rolof and his flea show visited all continents. He performed in England, France, Spain, Austria, Italy, 
Switzerland, Marocco, India, Argentina, and many other parts of the world. Rolof gave special 
performances to people of highest ranks like kings, sultans and even to Pope Leo XIII and he and his flea 
circus were recognized as a unique curiosity. In Germany Rolof was very successful as well with his shows 
and was asked to Berlin among others four times by Hitler to give special performances there. 
 
Description: 
Flea circus or flea show, most famous for centuries. Already 500 years ago one man succeeded in tying 
fleas to golden wire and have them work. He paid with his life for his art for he was executed as witch 
master. Rolof learned this art in his youth and travelled the entire world with his flea show. Some tried to 
imitate his flea show. But to this day nobody in the world was able to surpass his art. The work requires 
greatest patience and endurance to teach the fleas their chores. Only fleas that feed off humans can be used 
in the flea circus. The ‘dust’ of ‘dog flea’ cannot be used since it has only a short life span and when used 
perishes after only 24 hours. The flea that only feeds off humans has a life span of 2 years and can, when 
working, live up to 6 months. Rolof needed 6 to 8 weeks to train the fleas in their work. Each flea has a 
distinct job. Working fleas are attached to a golden wire and are being fed once, or , when working twice a 
day off Rolof’s upper leg. Also the young breed is fed daily. The flea is the strongest and fastest animal in 
the world. In relationship to its height it jumps so far as a human would have to in order to go around the 
globe in 7 jumps. A flea can pull about 45 grams. Thus a human , if he/she wanted to achieve the same in 
relationship to his/her height would have to pull a heavy locomotive along a highway. We show you fleas 
as jugglers, dancers; fleas get mills or merry-go-rounds going. They pull different wagons and populate a 
village of fleas. 
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